
 

FAQ’S 

What is a catechist? 

St Pats, Waukon 

What’s in it for me? 

I’ve never been a teacher, how do I learn 

to teach? Your faith formation leaders, 

Mike and Allyson will assist you. In-services 

will be provided throughout the year to help 

you. 

Who will assist me with lesson plans? 

Our textbooks are designed for the catechist 

with no formal training. Teaching manuals 

are user-friendly and have a multitude of 

ideas on how to prepare and present les-

sons. 

I don’t have a degree in Theology. How 

am I expected to hand on the faith? The 

role of the catechist is not based on a pro-

fessional background in theology, It is based 

on the ability to share faith, live faith, and 

journey with others as their faith develops 

and matures. Mike and Allyson can help you 

find the answers to any question you might 

have. 

How much time will be expected? Les-

son prep time is outside the weekly session 

time and can take 1-2 hours to be fully pre-

pared for a session. Inservices are provided, 

but are usually scheduled in lieu of a ses-

sion. 

 

 You will grow deeper in your own faith, in 

your knowledge of the teachings of the 

Church, and in your relationship with Je-

sus. 

 You will be provided with resources to sup-

port you. 

 You will be putting your faith into action, 

living out your Baptismal Call. 

 You will have the privilege of walking with 

others on their faith journey. 

 You will be energized. 

 You will have the opportunity to share your 

own faith story. 

 You will be mentoring others in a variety of 

ways using skills and knowledge that you 

already possess.  

 You will see the joy of knowing Jesus in 

the eyes of those you teach. What could 

be better than that? 



Responsibilities  

K-6 Catechists 

1. Lesson plans need to be prepared in advance.     

This includes selecting and obtaining or reserv-

ing any materials/resources required.  

2. Greet the participants as they arrive and take 

attendance.  

3. Conduct the session, adjusting the lesson plan 

as needed.  

4. Attend to the class needs as well as to individual 

needs of the participants.  

5. Communicate with the Mike any needs or con-

cerns that require immediate attention. 

6. All Catechists are required to follow all Protec-

tion of Children Requirements i.e., background 

checks, Virtus Training 

7. Catechists are expected to be committed to their 

continued spiritual and personal formation by 

attending adult faith formation opportunities, 

special trainings and in-services as they are 

able.  

7-8th grade Table Leaders 

1. Take attendance at your table. 

2. Keep the discussion on track, making sure that 

all people have an opportunity to speak.  

3. Report to Mike any problems or concerns that 

require attention.  

4. Before each session, Mike will send you a link to  

a Youtube video that goes through the session. 

Watching this video will give you some back-

ground for our classroom discussions.  

 Resources  

A series of webinars from Catechist extraordinaire, Joe 

Paprocki. Just about any question you could ever have 

about being a catechist is covered here-

catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/webinars-2 

The website of the publisher our K-6 textbook, it has a 

myriad of resources for catechists, students and par-

ents. Go to the Faith Formation tab and click on what 

you are looking for–    loyolapress.com 

The website of the Education Resource center of Arch-

diocese of Dubuque has a wealth of resources on any 

topic. If you find anything you want, let Mike know. It 

can usually be here in a day or two. –       

dbqarch.org/offices/education-resource-center 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

1. Prepare for lesson ahead of time. If you need to 

know what Sunday of the Church year it is, con-

tact Mike. 

2. After the opening prayer, before the first read-

ing,  you and the children will be dismissed for 

your lesson. Return to the sanctuary after the 

Prayer of the Faithful, during Preparation of the 

Gifts.  

Responsibilities  

Contacts: 

Mike Erickson–                            

Faith Formation Director- 

dbq216re@dbqarch.org 

Allyson Brawner–                       

Youth Ministry Coordinator 

dbq216ym@dbqarch.org 

Deacon Mike Ward–                    

Parish Life Coordinator 

dbq216d@dbqarch.org 

Thank you for your willingness to 

serve the people of St Patrick by 

agreeing to share your faith. If 

there is anything you need to help 

you in this important ministry, 

please contact one of the people 

below.  


